IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Group Art Unit: Unknown 

In re 

Patent Application of 
Lloyd I. Towne, et al. 
Application No.: Unknown 
Confirmation No.: Unknown 
Filed: March 19, 2004 
Examiner: Unknown 

"ANNULAR PORT CONSTRUCTION FOR 
VALVE APPLICATIONS" 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The Examiner's attention is directed to the references which are listed on the attached 
Forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B and copies of which are attached. 
Citation of these references is respectfully requested. 

No concession is made that these documents are prior art, and Applicants expressly 
reserve the right to antedate the documents as may be appropriate. 



File No. 010355-9133 
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP 
3773 Corporate Parkway, Suite 360 
Center Valley, Pennsylvania 18034 
Tel. 610-798-2176 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
PURSUANT TO 37 CFR § 1.97(b) 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 39,791 



PTO/SB/08A 

Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 



Substitute of form 1449/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY 
APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


Unknown 


Filing Date 


March 19, 2004 


First Name Inventor 


Lloyd I. Towne 


Group Art Unit 


Unknown 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 1 1 1 of I 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


010355-9133 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initi&ls 




U.S. Patent Document Number 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 






1,395,469 


Benbow 


11/01/1921 






2,675,024 


Clark 


04/13/1954 






2,920,650 


Moog, Jr. 


01/12/1960 






3,565,115 


Beckett, et al. 


02/23/1971 






3,635,249 


Kirkman 


01/18/1972 






3,819,152 


Clippard, III 


06/25/1974 






4,491,155 


Meyer et al. 


01/01/1985 






4,777,980 


Warhurst et al. 


10/18/1988 






5,327,936 


Takayanagi 


07/12/1994 






5,595,218 


Hallbach et al. 


01/21/1997 































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to apphcant. 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to con^lete this form should be sent to the Chief Information 
Officer. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 023 1 . 

DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO TfflS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



PTO/SB/08B 

Patent and Trademark Ofiice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB number. 



Substitute for form 1449B/PT0 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


Unknown 


Filing Date 


March 19, 2004 


First Named Inventor 


Lloyd I. Towne 


Group Art Unit 


Unknown 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 2 of 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


010355-9133 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initiak 




Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, 
symposium, catalog, etc. ), date, pages(s), volume-issue numbers(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 






The Difference Between a "Gland" and a "Groove", Internet Article from Rubber and Thermoplastic Products, 
Internet Design Guide: Sealing Factors Part 1, Minnesota Rubber and QMR Plastics, Copyright © 2002 Quadion 
^orporauon \z> pp>j 



























Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 



Buiden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you are required to con:q)lete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington. DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450. 



